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While working with many families over the years, I have discovered that what people really want is to 
have a caring professional “shoot straight” with them, especially when it comes to legal and financial 
matters. I will give you the simple, unvarnished truth in this short guide.

Did you know that many families remain “in the dark” when it comes to securing the financial future 
of their loved ones? It is sad, but true. As a personal attorney for families, it truly breaks my heart 
when I hear the countless stories of families having to pay way too much during painful times, simply 
because they never found a trusted advisor to simply and easily ensure they keep all the assets they 
are entitled to.

Well, you have already taken the first step towards shedding real light on you and your family’s future 
by requesting this complimentary guide and further - you are about to discover how you can cut 
through the jargon and avoid costly mistakes made by many when choosing an attorney for their 
estate planning needs.

Here are the Six Biggest Mistakes I have seen:

MISTAKE #1 - Doing it alone with “cheap” online options.

Did you know that many attorneys like to joke to one another about how good those online legal 
programs (LegalZoom®, PrePaid Legal®, etc.) are for our 
business? Why would that be? First, because they are NOT as 
“easy to use” as claimed, and secondly… they actually cost you 
an arm and a leg in the long run!

You might think they seem like an inexpensive and safe option, 
but I am not referring to the money for the service itself.

Using those programs can end up leaving thousands (or much 
more) of YOUR assets in the coffers of Uncle Sam… even if 
you follow all of their instructions to a tee. I see it ALL THE 
TIME— frustrated clients bringing in online-generated plans, 
astonished at all the “hidden savings” my staff and I are able to find for them.

The security you get is actually false security.

Even worse…

Choosing the WRONG asset allocation method can end up leaving your 
estate to owe more to the IRS than if you had done nothing at all.

Dear Friend,

I hope you will forgive me for being a bit blunt in this special White Paper I have prepared for you. Having 
worked with families for years, I have discovered that what you really want is to have a caring professional 
“shoot straight” with you, when it comes to your legal and financial matters. So, if it’s alright with you, I will 
dispense with the “legalese” during this short report and give you the simple, unvarnished truth.

Sound good?

Well, did you know that many families “fly in the dark” when it comes to securing the financial future of 
their loved ones? It’s sad, but true. And as a personal lawyer for families, it truly breaks my heart when I 
hear the (countless) stories of families having to pay through the nose during painful times, simply be-
cause they never found a trusted advisor to simply and easily ensure they keep all the assets which they 
deserve.

Well, you have already taken the first step towards shedding real light on your family’s future by requesting 
this complimentary White Paper and further—you are about to discover how you can cut through the jargon 
and avoid the costly mistakes made by so many when choosing a lawyer for their planning needs.

Here are the Six Biggest Mistakes I have seen...

MISTAKE #1-- Going It Alone with “cheap” online options

Did you know that many lawyers like to joke to one another 
about how good those online legal programs (LegalZoom®, Pre-
Paid Legal®, etc.) are for our business? Why would that be?  First, 
because they are NOT as “easy to use” as claimed, and secondly…
they actually cost you an arm and a leg in the long run!

You might think they seem like an inexpensive and safe option. 
But I am not referring to the money for the service itself.

Using those programs can end up leaving thousands (or much 
more) of YOUR assets in the coffers of Uncle Sam…even if you 
follow all of their instructions to a tee. I see it ALL THE TIME—
frustrated clients bringing in online-generated plans, astonished at all the “hidden savings” my staff and I are 
able to find for them.

The security you get is actually false security.  

Even worse…

Choosing the WRONG asset allocation method can end up leaving your 
estate owing more to the IRS than if you had done nothing at all.
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I have seen it more than I would like. Frustrated families come to see me during a period of great 
stress, and my staff and I have to attempt to “undo” poorly-crafted plans created by well-intentioned 
families (or even other attorneys) which ends up costing everybody far more than they would like.

You should choose a well-trained and caring professional, who will put YOUR interests first - rather 
than just making another sale online.

With all that, now we come to the issues you will deal with in choosing the right estate planning 
attorney for your needs.

MISTAKE #2 - Choosing an attorney who will charge you overly-high hourly 
rates for simple services.

Many attorneys will try to lure you in with “cheap” 
basic services... and proceed to rack up the fees as they 
execute planning services which really should have 
been covered by the flat fee.

When you are investigating flat fee services from an 
attorney, here are some simple questions to ask:

• Are all of your fees flat fees?
• What about ongoing work after the initial  completion of my estate plan documents?
• What happens when I call with legal questions 2 years after my planning documents were   
 completed?
• What if the questions are about something other than my estate plan?

You need to be satisfied by the answers you receive to these questions, as they often sneak up on 
families after-the-fact, and can be a major drain on your family’s cashflow.

MISTAKE #3 - Not ensuring there is a plan in place for regular communication 
as the laws and tax code change.

There are actually multiple problems I have seen here.

a.) Some lawyers do not have a team in place to serve the needs of families. This creates a less-than-
ideal circumstance for a family who wants active management, as things inevitably slip through the 
cracks.

These solo lawyers have to spend so much time working “in” their practice, that they do not have the
time to make sure assets are owned properly (which means your plan will fail!) or that they are up to 
date on the changes which come through every year. This leaves new opportunities untouched, or 
worse...it can create plans which work for 2011...but not for 2021.

Now, it is not my intention to scare you, but again—I have seen it more than I would like. Frustrated families 
coming to see me during a period of great stress, and my staff and I having to attempt to “undo” poorly-
crafted plans created by well-intentioned families (or even other lawyers) which ends up costing everybody 
far more than they would like.

So, I hope you are with me:  YOU AGREE …. choosing a well-trained and caring professional, who will put 
YOUR interests first--rather than just making another “sale” online.

With all that, now we come to the issues you will deal with in choosing the right planning lawyer for your 
needs.

MISTAKE #2-- Choosing a lawyer who will charge 
you overly-high hourly rates for simple services.

Many lawyers will lure you in with (again) “cheap” basic 
services...and proceed to rack up the fees as they execute 
planning services which really should have been covered by 
the flat fee.

When you are investigating flat fee services from a lawyer, 
here are some simple questions to ask:

• Are all of your fees flat fees? 
• What about ongoing work after the initial completion of my estate plan documents? 
• What happens when I call with legal questions 2 years after my planning documents were completed? 
• What if the questions are about something other than my estate plan?

You need to be satisfied by the answers you receive to these questions, as they often sneak up on families 
after-the-fact, and can be a major drain on your family’s cashflow.

MISTAKE #3-- Not ensuring there is a plan in place for regular communication as the 
laws and tax code change.

There are actually multiple problems I have seen here.

a) Some lawyers don’t have a “team” in place to serve the needs of families. This creates a “less than ideal” 
circumstance for a family who wants active management, as things inevitably slip through the cracks.
 
These solo lawyers have to spend so much time working “in” their practice, that they do not have the 
time (or often, inclination) to make sure assets are owned properly (which means your plan will fail!) or 
that they are up to date on the changes which come through every year. This leaves new opportunities 
untouched, or worse...it can create plans which work for 2009...but not for 2019.
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Make sure that your attorney will notify you when there are changes to the tax or legal code, and that 
they keep in regular communication with you otherwise.

b.) Does the planning fee include a regular review of your plan? If not, then you will be faced with 
having to initiate reviews yourself, and having to pay additional fees for the privilege, too.

In fact, the optimum scenario is when an attorney will provide you with some sort of “estate planning
maintenance” program or membership group for ongoing service - which saves you money and gives 
you peace-of-mind over the course of your family’s life together.

MISTAKE #4 - Only addressing “obvious” assets, and not having an attorney 
work with you to pass on intangible wealth to your family.

Life is about more than just making money, so why is it that most attorneys do not (or will not) address 
this very obvious truth?

I believe that families seek to pass on wealth to their loved ones in a manner which passes on a deeper 
heritage than just a bank account.

I am referring to a process which captures and passes on intangible wealth, such as your intellectual,
spiritual, and human assets. Does your estate plan take these factors into consideration, or is it all just
dollars and cents? Too often, families may be left with a structure that does not properly honor the
richness of their experience. Don’t let that happen - life is more than cash.

MISTAKE #5 - Working without a written guarantee, or a plan for possible legal 
challenges faced by the children.

Do you have a planning attorney that guarantees their work in WRITING? Sure, some guys might say: 
“We will make it right if we make a mistake”, but when something goes wrong they fight you every 
step of the way.

I have heard too many horror stories about families getting a letter from the IRS, and then the letter sits 
on a desk gathering dust. Or that when they meet with their accountant to go over the tax implications 
of an estate, and something was not done properly--and they get charged an arm and a leg in the 
process of making it right. This can be a nightmare.

Do not let that happen to you! You need to have a written understanding with your lawyer that you 
won’t be left in the lurch.

Further, will your attorney structure your estate plan so that whatever you leave to your kids will 
be protected from a lawsuit against them or if they are divorced in the future? How often does the 
attorney build that kind of planning into client’s plans?

These are essential questions which often go unanswered.
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MISTAKE #6 - Not choosing an attorney who is an expert in the kind of service 
you actually need.

Unfortunately, it seems like most estate planning 
attorneys are all the same. We all seem to offer 
the same services for pretty similar fees. If I 
weren’t working every day in this industry, I am 
pretty sure I would think that all attorneys in 
our industry were the same. NOTHING could be 
further from the truth.

Each attorney does have certain qualifications. 
Some might be experts at tax law, or in working 
with corporations or with debt collection, or a 
whole variety of different things... but are they 
really providing what you, the family person, 
wants and needs?

What do you want from an attorney?

When I sit down and talk with regular consumers, here is what I discover:

You want to be able to work with a caring professional who knows you and your family... NOT 
one of those “cattle call” shops, where you are squeezed in with a bunch of other people, and seen by 
harried, poorly-trained paralegals. Or worse... a “corporate” shop which can’t shake the legalese, and 
can leave you feeling cold by not relating to you as a family with sincere desires.

You want an accurately prepared plan. You want the whole thing broken down in terms that you 
understand, and in a way that you do not need a translator to communicate. You want there to be 
processes in place to ensure that the most money is kept out of the grasping hands of Uncle Sam, and 
in your wallet (legally). You want a “heads up” about future ways you can legally add provisions and 
make sure that you can preserve even more assets in the future. You want assurances that everything 
your attorney is doing for you is valid and correct, so a guarantee is essential to the process. And, you 
want to hear from your lawyer regularly and be able to communicate back, without getting a surprise 
bill in the mail a few weeks later.

And of course, you want do it in a timely manner. You don’t want your lawyer pushing back at you 
all the time, saying “give me more time”, when you know it is not because they are working hard on 
your behalf, but that they are so poorly organized that they are not getting ANYBODY’S work done on 
time!

Here is the bottom line: You want professionalism, accuracy, clarity, to be aware of beneficial tax 
options, peace of mind, an efficient use of your time, and you want to KNOW you are preserving the 
greatest proportion of your assets possible, so that you and your family can sleep in peace. If the 
lawyer you are talking to can’t do these things, you need to call one that can.

MISTAKE #6-- Not choosing a lawyer who is an expert in the kind of service you 
actually need.

Unfortunately, with the way that most estate planning 
lawyers present themselves to the world, it seems like 
we are all the same. We all seem to offer the same 
services, for pretty similar fees. If I weren’t working 
every day in this industry, I am pretty sure I would 
think that all lawyers in our industry were the same. 
NOTHING could be further from the truth.

You see, each lawyer does have certain qualifications. 
Some might be experts at tax law, or in working with 
corporations or with debt collection, or a whole variety 
of different things…but are they really providing what 
you, the family person, wants and needs?

What do you want from a lawyer?  

When I sit down and talk with regular consumers, here is what I discover: 

You want to be able to work with a caring professional who knows you and your family... NOT one of those 
“cattle call” shops, where you are squeezed in with a bunch of other people, and seen by harried, poorly-
trained paralegals. Or worse... a “corporate” shop which can’t shake the legalese, and can leave you feeling 
cold by not relating to you as a family with sincere desires. 

You want an accurately prepared plan. You want the whole thing broken down in terms that you 
understand, and in a way that you do not need a translator to communicate. You want there to be processes 
in place to ensure that the most money is kept out of the grasping hands of Uncle Sam, and in your wallet 
(legally). You want a “heads up” about future ways you can legally add provisions and make sure that you 
can preserve even more assets in the future. You want assurances everything your lawyer is doing for you 
is valid and correct, so a guarantee(s) is essential to the process.  And, you want to hear from your lawyer 
regularly and be able to communicate back, without getting a surprise bill in the mail a few weeks later.

And of course, you want do it in a timely manner. Look, I know this is a big deal for you…you don’t want 
your lawyer pushing back at you all the time, saying “give me more time”, when you know it is not because 
they are working hard on your behalf, but that they are so poorly organized that they are not getting 
ANYBODY’S work done on time!  

Here is the bottom line:  You want professionalism... accuracy... you want clarity... you want to be aware of 
beneficial tax options... you want peace of mind... you want an efficient use of your time... And at the end of 
the day, you want to KNOW you are preserving the greatest proportion of your assets possible, so that you 
and your family can sleep in peace.

If the lawyer you are talking to can’t do these things, you need to call one that can.
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CONCLUSION
How You Don’t Have to Fall Prey to These Mistakes...

I hope this guide has opened your eyes to important lessons about setting up your plan. Some of 
them may be tips you already knew... you just never had them verbalized before.

Avoiding these mistakes before you engage an estate planning attorney will ensure you put in place 
an estate plan for your family that will really work when you family needs it, and will not just end up 
as a pile of worthless paper after you are gone.

Yes, choosing the RIGHT attorney is an investment of time and money... and it is a wise investment 
indeed. I say “wise” because the consequences of a poorly-executed plan are awful in the short and 
long term.

Take Action Now.

If you have not already signed up for an Estate Planning Strategy Session, I encourage you to do so. 
I am quite serious about ensuring that you and your family have a plan in place for the future, and I 
would love to speak with you about what we can accomplish.

To schedule your Strategy Session, please click the button below.

Here’s to protecting what you have worked so hard for!

Warmly,

Kim Hegwood
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Schedule Here

http://www.calendly.com/hegwoodlaw/ep

