
9 Reasons Why 
You Need an Elder 
Law Attorney
One wrong move can result in many  
hardships for your loved ones.
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Top 9 Reasons
There are many important decisions that often have to be made as we grow older. 
Decisions regarding your health, your way of life, and the protection of your family 
and loved ones are just a few of the kinds of decisions you will want to be able to 
make yourself.

1. Focus on the 
needs of the senior 
population

2. Numerous sources 
available at our 
fingertips

9. Remain in control 
of your life and 
decisions as you age

8. Prevent your loved 
ones from seeking 
guardianship 

6. Keep your 
and your family’s 
information private

5. Assistance and 
support for your 
loved ones

4. “Estate planning on 
steroids” and planning 
for incapacity

3. Preserve & protect 
your assets from 
long-term care

7. Avoid forcing your 
loved ones through 
probate proceedings 



The Ever-Growing Needs of the 
Aging Population

Our needs change throughout the stages of our lives. We need different things 
throughout childhood, adulthood, and even as we age into our golden years.  

Hegwood Law Group, PLLC
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Our needs change as we grow older. We begin by needing 
assistance from our parents and other family members 
from birth through childhood, then transition to gain 
our independence as we reached young adulthood, 
and then we rely on friends and family throughout our 
lives - especially as we enter our golden years.

The senior population is one of the most populated age 
groups throughout the country. The National Institute 
on Aging has reported that there are more individuals 
that are age 65 or older in the United States than there ever has been in our history. That 
number is expected to continue growing as “Baby Boomers” reach the age of retirement.

The senior population has grown, and will continue to do so, due to the fact that people are 
living longer. What does that mean for you? It can mean a lot of things. It can mean that the 
longer you live, the more your needs will change during your lifetime. Your health, including 
your physical, mental, and emotional needs will evolve as you and your loved ones age.

At Hegwood Law Group, we have a well-versed and experienced team to help address the 
needs of seniors and their loved ones. Practicing for nearly 25 years, we have dedicated our 
skills to the individuals and families to ensure that growing old does not become a burden. We 
are sure to address the concerns and needs of each individual to ensure proper guidance is 
given when planning for long-term care, the quality of care is the best it can possibly be, and 
your family is taken care of.

“Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an 
honest compliment, or the smallest act of caring. All of which have the potential to turn a 
life around.”

-Leo Buscaglia



We Have the Resources You Need
As we age, we come across many hurdles that we cannot handle ourselves. 
We know the right people to help you when you need it. 

Hegwood Law Group, PLLC

Established for nearly 25 years, Hegwood Law Group has many relationships with 
individuals and organizations on the local and state levels available for our clients’  
benefit. Whether you need a realtor, handyman, insurance specialist, or a 
recommendation for a nursing home, we know the perfect person to put you at ease.

Our Resource Library Includes

...SO much more!

We pride ourselves in the strong relationships we have built over the years with 
trustworthy and notable individuals and businesses. Our library is available in our 
lobby for you and your loved ones any time you need help finding the perfect person. 
Whether it be a community for yourself or a loved one, hospice to keep you or a loved 
one comfortable, an insurance agent for life, long-term care, disability insurance, or...

Realtors 

Geriatric Case 
Managers 

Insurance Agents  

Hospice 
Companies 

Skilled Nursing 
Homes 

Independent 
Living 

Communities

Behavioral 
Hospitals 

Home Health 
Companies 

Assisted Living 
Communities

Medical & 
Non-Medical 

Transportation

Private In-Home 
Caregivers

Memory Care 
Communities
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Preserve & Protect Your Assets
You have worked hard for your entire life to provide for yourself and your loved 
ones. Do you want to lose everything when you need long-term care? Our goal is to 
ensure you don’t have to lose your assets to the nursing home or lawsuits.

If you have even just  one  of the above checked off, then it is wise 
to look into what kind of protection you need.

What do you have to lose?

Your homestead

Other real estate (vacation homes, 
investment properties, etc.)

Vehicles

Interest in businesses

Insurance policies

 Checking & saving accounts (and other 
cash accounts)

Non-retirement investment accounts

Patents and copyrights

Non-qualified annuities

Oil, gas, and mineral rights
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Having a generic estate plan is great, but having one done by an elder law attorney 
is even better to ensure the protection of your assets, yourself, and your loved ones.”

-Kim Hegwood

Statutory Durable Power of Attorney
Commonly known as a “POA,” this document will help whoever you appoint as 
your “agent” to act on your behalf for any financial affair that may come up. This 
can include paying bills, selling property, managing bank accounts, and more.

Medical Power of Attorney
Yes, there are TWO kinds of “POAs.” This document will allow your agent to make 
medical decisions on your behalf if you are not able to do so yourself.

HIPAA Release & Authorization
This document allows your agent to gain access to your medical and health records 
from your doctors. This is important because they may need this information 
to determine which decision would be in your best interest depending on your 
previous health records.

What if I don’t have one or more of these documents?
Without all of these documents being in place, you are risking the possibility of having 
to go through guardianship proceedings. Guardianship is a process in which someone 
must petition the court to become your appointed guardian to make decisions for you 
(or your estate) due to your incapacity. It can take many weeks and cost thousands of 
dollars for your loved ones if this has to be done.

“Elder Law is estate planning on 
steroids...
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Assistance & Support For Your Family

Hi Hegwood Law Group,

I need help with my parents. Their health is declining and they don’t 
have a will or a trust. What do I need to do?

Thanks for your time!

Martha

Subject: I need help

To: Hegwood Law Group

The pre-planning adventure is not just about you. We are here to counsel and assist 
your loved ones as much as you need. Your family is welcome to reach out to us 
at any time if help is needed. We realize that while planning ahead is done for a 
reason, there may be things that come up unexpectedly that your family may need 
assistance with (even non-legal problems).

Many times as our parents, children, friends, and other family members age, it 
takes a toll on those who help care for them. No matter what you or your family 
runs into, you can rest assured knowing that we will be here to help you through it.
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Get Help Now

http://www.calendly.com/hegwoodlaw/ep
http://www.calendly.com/hegwoodlaw/ep


Do You Want the World to Know?

“All human beings have three lives: public, private, and secret.”

-Gabriel Garcia Marquez

Do you want the balance of your bank account, the address to your home, the names of 
members of your family, or the value of personal affects to be public knowledge?

Without proper planning, everything that is in your name would become public through 
different court proceedings. Many families become the target of creditors,  estate 
liquidators, and even scams because of the lack of planning left by their deceased loved 
ones.

There are many aspects of one’s life that could come to light after death. Just like the 
quote above, everybody has a public life, a private life, and may even have a secret life. 
Things in the list below may be some of the things that would be released to the public 
without the proper planning to protect you, your assets, and your family:

• Identity of family members and beneficiaries

• Addresses of private residences

• Interest in and ownership of any businesses

• Financial accounts (balances, location of the institution, partial account   
      numbers)

• Personal belongings and everything else listed in the Inventory that is                                                                                                                                               
      submitted to the Court (vehicles, valuable jewelry, and other tangible items)

• Any debt owed

• Any and all secrets that you may not want to be known by loved ones or                                                                                                                                               
      friends

Is privacy important to you?

What could become public record?
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Avoid Making Your Loved Ones Go 
Through Probate

“If you have someone you love, you plan. If you don’t have anyone you love, don’t 
plan. It’s the last knife you could stick in their backs.”

-Kim Hegwood

Without the necessary estate planning 
documents that are needed prior 
to your incapacity or death, you are 
setting up your family and loved ones 
to go through probate in order to gain 
access to your assets.

In Texas, probate normally takes a 
minimum of 6 months, and can last 
for many years if somebody contests 
your will. When someone contests (disagrees or challenges), this can draw out the 
probate proceedings for months, and even years.

The only way to ensure that your documents are properly established is to partner 
with an elder law attorney. The elder law attorneys at Hegwood Law Group have 
assisted many families in avoiding probate, which allows for easy transfer of 
property and other assets you may leave behind.

Why have thousands of dollars be paid to the court (and possibly any creditors) 
when that money could be left to your beneficiaries?
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Seeking Guardianship Isn’t Fun
Guardianship - Relationship established 
by a court

Ward - Person who is incapacitated 
(vulnerable) and needs a guardian

Guardian - Person appointed by the court 
to act in the best interest of the ward

Without any alternatives in place to avoid a guardianship proceeding, you are 
likely setting up your family and loved ones to spend thousands of dollars to be 
appointed as your guardian to make decisions on your behalf.

There are also two kinds of guardianship: guardianship of the person and 
guardianship of the estate. Depending on the severity of your situation, the court 
may appoint a guardian for one or both kinds. Check out the pros and cons of 
obtaining guardianship below.

• Annual accounts & reports require the 
assistance of an attorney as well. This can 
become very burdensome for the guardian 
to keep track of all expenses required to 
care for the ward. This can cost thousands 
of dollars in attorney fees a year.

• These decisions can include who has 
access to see, visit, and even talk to the 
ward.

• Depending on the type of guardianship, 
the ward loses many of their rights. 

• Hiring an attorney can be expensive; 
especially if anybody challenges the 
person applying to be appointed as the 
guardian.

• The guardian has to supplement an 
annual report and/or accountings to the 
court.  This ensures the ward’s assets are 
not taken advantage of by the guardian.

• The guardian can make decisions on 
behalf of the ward, or help them make 
decisions.

• Guardians help the ward by handling 
their personal affairs.

• Guardianship is a legal process. It 
requires an attorney, which is meant to 
maximize the protection of the proposed 
ward.

Pros Cons
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At the End of the Day...

Read About Britney’s Conservatorship Here

You are in control now, but you may not be in the future.
Nobody wants to lose their independence, but it may happen to you, 
causing you to become dependent and lose your freedom either little by 
little or   all at once   if you have absolutely nothing in place to allow someone 
you trust to make decisions regarding your care   for   you.

It is  your  life, nobody else’s.
Many people have the “it’s my life, I’ll do what I want” mindset. While that 
is a valid point, it is not always right. It is your life until someone else is 
in control. Take Britney Spears, for example. A successful person who was 
once in control of her own life and decisions is now being controlled by 
somebody she does  not  trust to control her   and    her assets. Click the button 
below to read about Britney’s conservatorship and how  it can happen 
to you.

Who do you trust? 
When you need help navigating the normal daily activities of life (also 
known as ADLs) such as making financial decisions, home care, and medical 
assistance, you will obviously want to appoint someone you trust your life 
with to act in good faith on your behalf. Establishing an estate plan will allow 
you to remain in control beyond  your incapacity by allowing someone you 
ultimately trust to help you, rather than someone you may not trust that 
has been appointed by a judge.
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https://hegwoodlaw.com/britney-spears-conservatorship-how-it-can-happen-to-you/
https://hegwoodlaw.com/britney-spears-conservatorship-how-it-can-happen-to-you/


Schedule Your COMPLIMENTARY 
Strategy Session ($300 value)!

The first step in making sure you AND your family is protected 
is to consult with a member of our team. Click the button 
below or call our office at (281) 218-0880 to schedule today!

“Extremely helpful and professional. They walked us through 
every step of our estate planning to make sure we were able to 
get done what we wanted. I highly recommend them.”

-Scott B., Client

Schedule Now!

http://www.calendly.com/hegwoodlaw/ep
http://www.calendly.com/hegwoodlaw/ep


What Makes Us Different?
At Hegwood Law Group, we understand that not only is the establishment of 
an estate plan crucial, but the maintenance and upkeep of this plan is just as 
important. Legislation can change as often as every 2 years, so it is easy for 
your estate plan to become outdated. As a part of our services, our clients have 
access to multiple levels of Care Plans to ensure their estate plans receive the 
necessary maintenance after changes in personal preferences, major life events, 
and changes in state laws.

In addition, we work hand-in-hand with geriatric care specialists to ensure the 
transition throughout every stage in life as you age is carefully considered and 
planned for. The experienced medical professionals our team works in tandem 
with holds the same belief that every client’s situation is different and requires a 
personalized roadmap. 

Purchase home

Start a family

“Mid-life crisis”

Health scare or 
hospitalization

Memory care or 
long-term care

End-of-life planning


